
Swallow Class Learning Spring Term 2022 

In English we will be focusing on Julia Donaldson.  Y1/2 children will be looking in detail at 2 books 

(Stick Man and Superworm) as well as learning about the author and writing to her.  Y1 will be 

focusing on improving their writing stamina, remembering full stops and capital letters and using all 

the sounds they know to spell words in a phonetically plausible way, as well as adding detail to make 

their writing more interesting.   Reception and preschool’s learning will be built around a book a 

week, and through those books the children will be retelling and sequencing stories, writing captions 

and looking in detail at the illustrations and rhyming words.  They will also be baking, improving fine 

motor control, cutting and colour mixing, and exploring the books and characters through sensory 

and creative activities.   

In Maths Y1 will finish off a unit on addition and subtraction to 10, before moving on to a big unit on 

Place Value to 20.  Y2 have a short unit about money to kick off the term, followed by multiplication 

and division for most of this term.  Reception have started with looking at the number 5 counting, 

subitizing (this means being able to tell how many there are without counting) making different 

shapes out of 5 cubes, and we will move on to the composition of 4 and 5 (this means how these 

numbers are made up, i.e.: 4 is made up of 2+2, 3+1, 4+0) and comparing numbers to 5.  The new 

reception curriculum is very heavily focused on numbers to 10, and they get to know these numbers 

deeply.  This seems to provide a really strong foundation in numbers that sees children thrive in Y1 

and 2.  

Our topic this term is the Great Fire of London.  This seems to capture children’s imagination, and 

lends itself well to historical concepts such as looking for the reasons why something happens, and 

the legacy of an historical event.  Our DT project this term is structures, and we will be making tudor 

houses, thinking about how to make our structures stable.  We will also be focusing in science on 

materials, looking at the properties of everyday materials and how different materials are good for 

different uses.  In PSHE we are doing a unit called ‘going for goals’ which helps children to focus on 

what they are good at, what they think they would like to improve.  Our PE this term is a unit on 

Dance, which will be taught by a professional dance teacher. 


